Catecholamines and vasopressin during critical illness.
In critical care medicine, catecholamines are most widely used to reverse circulatory dysfunction and thus to restore tissue perfusion. However, catecholamines not only influence systemic and regional hemodynamics, but also exert a variety of significant metabolic, endocrine, and immunologic effects. Arginine vasopressin is a vasomodulatory hormone with potency to restore vascular tone in vasodilatory hypotension. Although the evidence supporting the use of low doses of vasopressin or its analogs in vasodilatory shock is increasing, lack of data regarding mortality and morbidity prevent their implementation in critical care protocols.